ELIC  Sample Philosophical Ideas/Questions

(2) Oskar as pacifist: Is violence ever justified/necessary?

(4) Oskar as atheist/former atheist: “It’s not that I believe in things that can’t be observed now, because I don’t.  It’s that I believe that things are extremely complicated.”

Questions about the nature/complexity of faith

(12-13) Oskar as existentialist:  “But if there isn’t a reason, then why does the universe exist at all?  What I don’t get is why do we exist?  I don’t mean how, but why.”

(17) “Ignorance is bliss.”  True?
(99) “Humans are the only animal that blushes, laughs, has religion, wages war, and kisses with lips…so the more you kiss with lips, the more human you are.”  And the more you wage war?”

What humanity means…what does it mean to be civilized?
(116) “Things keep getting worse.”  “Since when?” “Since the beginning.”

Is the world getting better or worse?

(150) “Do you have more things that you need, or that you don’t need?”

“It depends on what it means to need.”

(151) “Even if I don’t like what I am, I know what I am.  My children like what they are, but they don’t know what they are.  So tell me which is worse.” Topics of perception and idealism.
(156)  “It’s not a horrible world…but it’s filled with a lot of horrible people!”

(156)  “I’ve lived long enough to know I’m not one-hundred-percent anything!”

(159)  “Because it means you’re biographically significant.”  “And why is that good!”  “I want to be significant.”

(161) “The ax won!  It’s always that way!”

(164) “That’s the difference between heaven and hell!  In hell we starve!  In heaven we feed each other!”  “I don’t believe in the afterlife.” “Neither do I, but I believe in the story!”

(183) “He must have decided that my life weighed more than one hundred lives.”

